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Newsletter – VAAM Focus Group Biology and Biotechnology of Fungi 

 

Dear colleagues and members of the Focus Group (FG), 

after quite some time, we would like to share a few updates and “upcoming dates” with you again.  

First of all, thanks to all who have already performed the re-election (“Neueinwahl”) into our focus 
group. While these numbers are still shifting, we had 165 re-confirmed members at the beginning of 
November. If you missed the chance to do this, no worries, it is still possible (use this link: 
https://ememberline.de/vaam/mitglied.php). If you do not remember your membership number, 
also no problem, just send a quick mail to Katrin Muth (muth@vaam.de), and she will be happy to 
tell you! It is also possible to be in more than one focus group! However, only as part of a focus group 
you will not be missing any important intra-group emails. 

Another important topic will be the re-election of the focus group speakers. We will not be able to 
run for this office again after two terms and thus have to find successors. We spoke to several of you 
already and have identified two colleagues, who would take over. However, if you would like to step 
up and we have not heard from you yet, please let us know, so that we can include you into the 
election, which will happen by the end of Q1 in 2026. 

Last, but not least, please see the attached flyer as a first announcement of the next “Molecular 
Biology of Fungi” conference – the biannual gathering of our focus group - again together with the 
GenAG of the “Gesellschaft für Genetik”! This time, it will be held in Braunschweig and is organized 
by André Fleißner, Antje Labes, Stefanie Pöggeler and Philipp Benz. 

 

Section “Good News for Fungal Research” 

We are very happy to announce the successful application of a fungal-focused collaborative research 
center! The new SFB 1743 "MY-CO BUILD: Biotechnological production, characterization and 
sustainability assessment of mycelium-based building materials" is investigating the use of fungi to 
produce biodegradable building materials. The aim is to develop a new class of sustainable materials 
based on fungal biotechnology. Initiated and led by Vera Meyer (TU Berlin), it includes further research 
partners from TUM, KIT, the Leibniz-Institute for Agricultural Engineering Potsdam, Hochschule 
Bochum and Aalborg University. 

 

Section “Upcoming conferences” 

- 33rd Fungal Genetics Conference, Pacific Grove, CA, USA 
o 17. – 22.03.2026 
o https://genetics-gsa.org/fungal-2026/  
o ! Abstract deadline: 04.12.2025, Early registration deadline: 05.12.2025 ! 
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- VAAM annual conference 2026 
o 22. – 25.03.2026 in Berlin 
o https://vaam-kongress.de/ 
o Note that we will have a Mini-Symposium from our focus group again with the topic 

“Fungal Genomes Beyond Now: From Discovery to Innovation” (organizers: Dr. Anna 
Birke & Dr. Carsten Freidank-Pohl, TU Berlin) 
 

- ! First announcement ! Molecular Biology of Fungi – the biannual conference of our focus 
group 

o 09. – 11.09.2026 in Braunschweig 
o See attached flyer! 
o Safe the date! Homepage with more info coming soon! 

 

 
 

- IUMS Biennial Congress 2026 
o 04. – 06.11.2026 in Lisbon, Portugal 
o incl. keynotes from Nobel laureates Emmanuelle Charpentier & Drew Weissman 

and more (e.g. Craig Venter) 
o https://iums2026.com/  
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